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District Planning

Types of District Planning

The district planning system was created in 1980, in order to make it possible to 
develop pleasant urban areas that match local characteristics. Through this system, 
various local district rules are settled through residents’ agreement. These rules involve 
the layout of roads and parks necessary to the district; building rules related to building 
usage, height, wall positions, lot area, floor area ratio, and lot coverage; and rules that 
define shapes, designs, and structures for fences and hedges.
Sendai has enthusiastically embraced this system to create lush urban areas that live 

up to its reputation as the City of Trees. The city enacted the Ordinance Relating to the 
Draft Preparation Procedure for Sendai City District Planning in March 1987, and 117 
districts in the city (including three redevelopment promotion districts and one of the 
development improvement promotion district) have developed their own plans as of 
December 2023.
The Ordinance on the Restriction of Buildings in Sendai City District Planning Areas 
was also enacted in February 1988 to make the district plans more functional.

■Conceptual Drawing of District Planning 

District Planning Examples
◆District Planning in Residential  Zones
Plans are laid out to create and maintain a pleasant residential environment full of 
greenery.
e.g. Izumi Park Town Murasakiyama District, Senseki District, Izumi Village District

◆Redevelopment Promotion Districts
Through integrated development of Urban infrastructure such as roads, and 
buildings, Conversion of land into utilization, including  underutilized land of a 
large-scale  will be facilitated.
e.g. Chuo 1-chome District, Kita-Sendai Eki Daiichi District, Nagamachi 7-chome Nishi 
District

◆District Planning in Commercial/Business Zones
Plans are laid out to create spacious areas while developing an active and lush 
business zone.
e.g. Miyagino-dori Avenue  District, Jozenji-dori Avenue District, Aoba-dori Avenue District

◆District  Planning in Industry and Distribution Parks
Plans are laid down to create industry and distribution parks full of greenery.
e.g. Izumi Park Town Science Park District, Sendai Tobu Distribution Park

Izumi Park Town Murasakiyama District Kita-Sendai Eki Daiichi District

Miyagino-dori Avenue District Izumi Park Town Science Park District

District Planning Urban Facilities

■Development of City Planning Roads
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■Determined City Plan for City Planning Roads and Their 
　Development Status (as of end of March 2023)
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Planned

1927
Initial Plan
1946
Replanned to Match Postwar Reconstruction Plan
1954
Plan Refined After Expanding Planning Area
1966　Major Revision Accompanying
the New Industrial City Construction Plan
1971
Revised in Relation to the Tohoku Expressway
1979
Planned the Route 4 Bypass
1985
Planned the Higashi Bypass
1987
Incorporated Surrounding Local Governments
1990　Revised in Relation to the Sendai Port
Hinterland Land Readjustment Project

End of FY 2012
Altered after Revising the City Planning Road Network
End of October 2013
Altered after Revising the City Planning Road Network
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Roads are not only used for human and vehicle traffic, but also to house public utilities 
(water, sewerage, etc.), for disaster prevention, and to create communities.
They provide a valuable multipurpose space in our cities. Roads are the most basic and 
fundamental facility in urban infrastructure. Cities therefore include especially important 
roads that form the urban framework within the city plan as urban facilities and carry out 
planned development.
Sendai planned its first city planning roads in June 1927, beginning with 38 roads that 
ran 104.6 km. The network of city planning roads has evolved and expanded as the city 
itself grew. The current modern road network in Sendai was, after the large-scale road 
network review due to post-war reconstruction, built in March 1966 in line with the major 
revision of the new industry city construction plan. Under said plan, it was decided that, 
as a base for the road network, two ring roads and 11 radial roads would be 
constructed. Under numerous projects since then and as a result of the incorporation of 
nearby municipalities into Sendai, the number of city planning roads had increased 
to 156 with a total length of 504.45km by the end of FY2009.  

Meanwhile, the city planning road network was reviewed in January 2011 due to 
Sendai’s need to become a functionally integrated city that can address such social 
changes as the declining population and aging society as well as to solve various 
issues including prolonged building restrictions. In December 2016, the alteration or 
abolishment of 33 road construction plans was completed.
As of the end of March 2023, the number of city planning roads was 156, spanning a 
total length of 430.40 km, of which approximately 370.83 km (86.2%) have been 
constructed. The city will continue to work to complete all the planned roads.

Roads
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Urban Facilities
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After Neglect●District Planning Current Status
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After Applying
District Planning System

Ａ．A pleasant residential area, with much
       greenery and similarly sized houses.
       There is no guarantee that this environment
       will be preserved in the future.
B．Condominium
C．Subdivided Lot
D．Wooden Apartment


