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Urban Landscapes

Sendai City is known as the "City of Trees" due to its beautiful characteristics. In order 
to protect the beautiful landscape that has developed over the years, the City of 
Sendai established the Urban Landscape Committee in 1985 as an internal committee 
devoted to implementing various landscape development projects in accordance with 
areas of architecture, greenery, waterfront, roads, history and culture. The City 
of Sendai also discussed with a number of academic experts, professionals and 
citizens how the Urban Landscape Committee should function in response to the 
urbanization of Sendai resulting from its designated city status. Following this 
discussion, the City of Sendai adopted the City of Trees Landscape Ordinance in 
March 1995.
Afterwards, the public interest increased towards aesthetic landscapes, including 
nationally-renowned beautiful streets, leading to the enactment of the Landscapes Act, 
a general law concerning the preservation of landscapes. Under the framework of this 
law, the City of Sendai revised the City of Trees Landscape Ordinance in March 
2009 to make even greater efforts to maintain the city’s best landscapes.
◆Sendai City "City of Trees" Landscape Plan
In accordance with the revision of the ordinance in March, 2009, the City of Sendai  
formulated Sendai City "City of Trees" Landscape Plan. The City of Sendai is aiming 
to develop attractive landscapes by utilizing the characteristics of Sendai as a city of 
trees. In order to construct favorable landscapes, the principle of constructing the 
landscape, restricted procedures, and other necessities were determined for each zone 
of specific districts and these matters are notified when building permissions are given 
or through official recommendation systems. 
The whole area of Sendai City was considered as a landscape plan area and was 
divided into eight zones according to the characteristics of each zone. The old castle 
town which was the origin of Sendai was placed as an Area of Particular 
Emphasized Landscape and divided into four zones with the purpose of utilizing the 
characteristics of each zone.
Regulations were made for each zone, regarding shapes, designs, heights, colors of 
buildings and afforestation. The thorough instructions on these matters are given to 
requestors or designers when issuing building permission.

◆Aesthetic Landscape Districts
Jozenji-dori Avenue District and Miyagino-dori Avenue District are specified as 
aesthetic landscape planning districts that were acknowledged in April 1998 and 
October 2005 as districts necessary for landscape planning promotion. These districts 
were then designated as aesthetic landscape districts in FY 2011. The Aoba-dori 
Avenue District and Miyagino-dori Avenue District were designated as aesthetic 
landscape districts in December 2015 and December 2016, respectively.
◆The City of Trees Aesthetically Important Buildings
Sendai has designated 8 buildings as aesthetically important buildings with the approval 
of the owners. These are historical and culturally significant buildings that harmonize 
with the surrounding environment.
◆Aesthetic Landscape Development Council
The City of Sendai is encouraging voluntary activities by residents who are trying to 
improve the landscape of areas, with certification provided by the Aesthetic Landscape 
Development Council. This council can provide the mayor with “proposals on the 
development of urban townscape.”

■Sendai City“City of Trees”Landscape Plan
　Eight Zone Map of Landscape Plan Area

Jozenji-dori Avenue District

Aoba-dori Avenue District

Miyagino-dori Avenue District

Ishibashiya: Designated in October, 2002

Jozenji-dori Avenue Development Council Aoba-dori Avenue Development Council

The Former Sennando Medicine
Store: Designated in March, 2004

Former Hariso Inn : 
Designated in December 2017

Promotion for appropriate education on how to create a comfortable living 
environment and community, through  basic condominium management seminars.
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Two themes of the 10-year housing policy 

Diversity Linking
Housing

Basic Vision Supporting Diversity and Linking Housing in the City of Trees

Policy vision (1) Improving the quality of housing stock for comfortable and 
secure living

Advancing appropriate maintenance, and updating of housing

Revitalization of the market for existing housing

Improving multilayered and flexible housing safety net functions

Responding to the housing needs of young people and 
households with children.

Developing housing options and a living environment for groups 
such as the elderly

Creating a good living environment to develop and nurture a city 
that is comfortable to live in

Improving housing through cooperation with various entities 
and fields

Basic Plan for Living

Succession of 
good-quality housing and 

a pleasant residential 
environment to the

next generation

Supporting the lives of 
people of different 
generations and 
diverse lifestyles

Basic Goal 1
Building housing stocks 
that will be handed down 
to future generations as 

high-quality assets

Basic Goal 2
Realizing varied 

lifestyles which anyone 
can live peacefully

Basic Goal 3
Creating a living environment that 

takes advantage of the 
characteristics of regions where 
different generations and diverse 
people interact and live together

The City of Sendai formulated the Basic Plan for Living in 2021 to create a safe and 
comfortable environment where anyone can live peacefully while respecting the 
individuality of each person, and to cherish a good living environment and 
connections in local communities that have been built up over the years.
The City to support the affluent lives of people of different generations and diverse 
lifestyles, to further improve the high-quality housing stocks and good living 
environment that have been created and pass them down to the next generation, and 
to realize a lifestyle that can only be experienced in Sendai. In order to realize this, 
the city will promote a variety of measures in a comprehensive and systematic 
manner in cooperation with citizens, businesses, NPOs, and other entities.

Basic Plan for Living -Supporting Diversity and Linking Housing in the City of Trees-

Promotion for the supply of municipal housing units with pleasant living environments. 

Policy vision (2)

Policy vision (3)

Policy vision (4)

Policy vision (5)

Policy vision (6)

Policy vision (7)

Policy vision (8)

A city where everyone can live peacefully


